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Founded in 1996, FreitasLeite has 

significant expertise in providing 

specialized legal advice on financial 

and capital markets, corporate and 

tax law, merger and acquisitions 

and wealth planning matters. The firm offers a multidisciplinary team of 

highly qualified and experienced professionals who are able to deal with 

complex legal matters, by developing tailor-made solutions for the clients’ 

needs. Formed mostly by professionals coming from the financial markets, 

consulting firms and renowned law firms, FreitasLeite has taken part in 

several relevant deals in the domestic and international markets, bringing 

to the firm great recognition and admiration from clients and partners.

Over the years, FreitasLeite has broadened its areas of expertise while 

keeping the ‘boutique’ concept and the understanding of the clients’ 

specific needs. Every matter handled by the firm is closely followed by a 

partner and treated in a truly personalized manner.

 

about
the office
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•	Legal advice on the analysis, development and implementation of structured 

financial transactions for private sector companies, banks, asset managers, 

broker-dealers and insurance companies, including investment, equity and 

financing transactions;

•	Legal advice on securities transactions, including equity and debt public 

offerings, block trades and tender offers;

•	Assistance to asset managers, fund administrators, investment consultants, 

professional investors, family offices and service providers in the fund industry; 

•	Legal assistance in the set-up of investment funds and the development 

of management and distribution arrangements in the domestic and 

international markets;

•	Set-up of special investment fund vehicles, such as Fundos de Investimento em 

Participações (local private equity funds), Fundos de Investimento em Empresas 

Emergentes (local emerging enterprises funds), Fundos de Investimento 

Imobiliário (local real estate funds) and offshore funds, including hedge funds 

and private equity funds;

•	 Assistance with credit, financing and securitization transactions in multiple 

industry sectors, including the structuring of Fundos de Investimento em 

Direitos Creditórios (local securitization funds), Debentures, Cédulas de Crédito 

Bancário (bank credit notes), Certificados de Recebíveis Imobiliários (real estate 

Financial
and Capital Markets
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receivables certificates) and Contratos de Investimento Coletivo (collective 

investment contracts) and other securities;

•	Legal advice on agribusiness transactions, backed by Cédulas de Produto Rural 

(rural commodity notes), Certificados de Depósito Agropecuário (agribusiness 

certificates of deposit), Warrants Agropecuário (agribusiness warrants), Letras 

de Crédito do Agronegócio (agribusiness credit bills), Certificados de Recebíveis 

do Agronegócio (agribusiness receivables certificates) and Certificados de 

Direito Creditório do Agronegócio (agribusiness receivables certificates);

•	Assistance with investment arrangements involving foreign investments in 

the domestic financial and capital markets, and Brazilian investments in the 

international financial markets;

•	Structuring of project finance transactions in several industry sectors;

•	Legal advice to market players on Brazilian Central Bank and Securities 

Commission regulatory and administrative issues; 

•	Legal representation of clients in administrative and court disputes involving 

financial entities, asset managers, broker-dealers, companies and professional 

investors; and

•	Legal advice on the organization and operational planning of financial entities, 

asset managers, broker-dealers, and other related companies. 

Financial
and Capital Markets
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•	Set-up of companies, joint ventures, consortiums, associations and foundations;

•	Planning and structuring business ventures for various industry sectors;

•	Negotiation and drafting of shareholders’ agreements, consortium agreements, 

minutes of meetings, resolutions and other corporate documents;

•	Structuring and implementing corporate reorganizations, including mergers, 

acquisitions and spin-offs;

•	Structuring and analysis of transactions involving privately or publicly-held 

companies, such as mergers and acquisitions, transfer of corporate control 

and transactions among related parties;

•	Legal advice on mergers and acquisitions;

•	Analysis and guidance in mitigating risks arising from business activities and the 

exercise of board positions;

•	Advice on corporate disputes;

•	Participation as member of Board of Directors of Brazilian companies, as 

independent director;

CORPORATE/
M&A
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•	Drafting and analysis of business contracts, such as services, rental, leasing, 

franchising, distribution, omnibus accounts, licensing, representation, transfer 

of technology and aircraft and other assets financing agreements; 

•	Preparation of preliminary agreements, term-sheets, memorandum of 

understandings, call and put option agreements in connection with corporate 

and business transactions;

•	Legal advice on the legal treatment of foreign investments in Brazil, by means 

of equity investments; 

•	Support to clients in conversions between several types of assets held by 

foreigners, such as loans into equity investments and equity investments into 

financial portfolio investments; 

•	Registration of foreign investments and international loans at the Brazilian 

Central Bank;

•	Legal advice on remitting and receiving international money transfers and 

repatriation of foreign funds; and

•	Legal advice on import and export transactions, and other foreign 

trade matters.

CORPORATE/
M&A
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•	Legal advice on the development of commercial, residential, real estate transactions, 

industrial warehouses, shopping centers, and land development sectors; 

•	Advice on real estate development deals, construction contracts, consortia and 

land development; 

•	Advice on built to suit agreements and sale and leaseback agreements, including 

legal analysis and the issuance of legal opinions, and securitization of receivables; 

•	Development of custom contracts for hotels and resorts and related real 

estate transactions;

•	Legal advice on the preparation and negotiation of merger agreements, co-

op agreements, tenants associations and other legal structures that are 

characteristic in real estate deals; and

•	Comprehensive advice on real estate financing transactions, including Real Estate 

Investment Fund (REIF) as described in “Financial and Capital Markets” above.

Real
Estate
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•	Advice on the organization and structuring of investment schemes that are 

efficient from corporate, tax and family law standpoints, including the use of holding 

companies, trusts, foundations, open and closed-ended funds, exclusive funds, and 

other corporate devices to aggregate or segregate assets, among others; 

•	Assistance with estate planning, including drafting of wills, aiming at securing 

and disciplining the transfer and division of assets located in Brazil and abroad 

among heirs;

•	Advice on family and estates disputes related to division of assets, child custody 

and guardianship;

•	Participation in Family Advisory Councils;

•	Advice on the acquisition, maintenance, leasing and selling of aircraft, boats, 

real estate and other assets in Brazil and abroad; and

•	Advice on and preparation of Income Tax Returns, registration of foreign 

investments and ancillary obligations abroad to individuals and Family Offices.

Wealth
Advisory
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•	Legal advice for individuals and entities, resident in Brazil or abroad, in 

connection with the interpretation and application of federal, state and 

municipal tax rules;

•	Legal advice on the taxation aspects of Financial and Capital Market transactions;

•	Analysis, structuring and implementation of tax planning solutions;

•	Analysis of tax credits and tax refunds;

•	Research and preparation of legal opinions on tax law issues especially 

regarding the practice areas of the firm; 

•	Legal consultation, preparation and application for tax benefits before tax 

authorities; and

•	Expertise in tax litigation and administrative proceedings through the 

development of solid legal precedents aimed at protecting our clients against 

undue taxation or at providing effective tax saving, rendering services in all 

administrative and judicial levels including the Supreme Court.

Taxation
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•Counsel to the Board-level in compliance matters;

•Risk assessment;

•Compliance programmes;

•Codes of ethics and policies;

•Anti-corruption training;

•Due diligence and background checks;

•Crisis management;

•Internal investigations;

•Remediation strategies (negotiation of leniency agreements and plea 

agreements) with the CGU and the Public Prosecutor’s Office;

•Cross-border investigations; and

•Judicial and administrative defense in compliance-related cases.

Anti-corruption and

COMPLIANCE
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•Risk assessment;

•Compliance programmes;

•Leniency agreements;

•Merger control;

•Challenge mergers and acquisitions;

•Competition advocacy;

•Defense in cartel and abuse of dominance cases;

•Dawn raids; and

•Antitrust private claims.

Antitrust
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Rua Elvira Ferraz  250   11º andar

Vila Olímpia   04552 040   São Paulo  SP

+ 55 11  3728 8100

Av. Borges de Medeiros  633   Sala 201

Leblon   22430 041   Rio  de  Janeiro  RJ

+55 21 3550 1370

www.freitasleite.com.br
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